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Respective Planting start dates for cotton 2022

Accumulated Heat Units for Cotton 2022
Acc. H.U. Since 2/15 | Acc. H.U. Since 3/1 | Acc. H.U. Since 3/15| Acc. H.U. Since 4/1
2022 1173 1110 1034 866.5

General Situation
Same as last week: hot, windy, and dry. Dryland crops really
starting to be affected, and even the irrigated crops are showing stress
from lack of rain/moisture. Many growers irrigating this week and
cultivating as well. Heat units are increasing quickly as we head into
later part of May.

Cotton

Saw the first blooming cotton and some small dime size bolls
this week. Cotton aphid pressure has calmed down this week as
many growers have sprayed and in many fields pressure was very low
as now there is an abundance of predators feeding on the cotton
aphids left over. I still however, saw a handful of fields in the mid
Valley that had some high cotton aphid pressure but hopefully after
this week they will be under control. We did pick up on a few more
adult fleahoppers this week in some cotton in the mid Valley areas
but did not seeing any blasted squares anywhere yet or even any
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Figure 1: Blooming cotton
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population of fleas close to threshold, so hopefully numbers will continue to be low. However, do be on
the lookout next week and the following for increasing fleahopper pressure in squaring cotton.

Grain

Saw an increase in sugarcane aphids this week, so if you did not
plant a resistant/tolerant variety I would recommend you go check your
sorghum field for SCA pressure (Figure 2). Majority of sorghum fields in
Valley have little bit of SCA and many predators feeding, plus I already
saw parasitized SCA which was good. Generally, we have yellow
sugarcane aphids (YSCA) feed on the bottom two leaves of sorghum plant
and then they die from the seed treatment, but I did notice in the Edcouch
Elsa- Edinburg areas that there are some fields where we have YSCA
migrating up the sorghum plant affecting the middle leaves and I’m seeing
a yellowing of the plants leaves consistently on each plant covering entire
sorghum fields (Figure 3). If you see consistent feeding and pressure of
BT “) A , yellow sugarcane aphids like
/ this, I would consider a spray
application. Saw a few more
midge (Figure 4) along the river

in flowering sorghum but Figure 2: Sugarcane aphids on
nothing at threshold and the mid Sorghum

valley and north did not

pick up on any midge. As 14 {\

we continue to enter the [ ,‘E N =

later part of May into June
and will have blooming
sorghum from here on out
it will be
very
important
to monitor
for midge.

When Figure 4: Sorghum Midge
checking

for midge inspect the heads for a small
orange/reddish flying insect around the yellow
flowering spikelets as this is where the female
will lay her eggs, usually about 50 yellow-white
eggs, the adults only live for one day. The eggs
hatch in 2 to 3 days so you must check daily for
sorghum midge as new populations emerge/hatch
each morning. It is imperative that if you have

T R : ' flowering sorghum you try to get out there every
Figure 3: Yellow Sugarcane aphids circled in red, and sorghum 3 days between the hours of 10 am and 2pm to

with yellowing leaves on bottom and in middle foliage done by . . .
feeding of YSCA inspect for midge pressure. Also, this week we
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are starting to pick up on a couple of rice stinkbugs (very few) here and there in the flowering and soft
dough sorghum so get your beat buckets (5-gallon white bucket) ready and start banging heads of soft dough
sorghum these next weeks to inspect for rice stink bug & headworm pressure. We are not seeing any
headworms just yet though but will continue to look next week and on.

Sesame
Looked at some bloommg sesame this week around the valley and not plckmg up on any pests yet.
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Flgure 5 Bloomlng sesame along the
river

Figure 6: Just for fun & giggles, I made this meme, enjoy!

Thank You 2022 IPM Pest Cast Sponsors!

Diamond

*BASF-FiberMax-Stoneville *Helena Agri Enterprises
*Bayer-DeltaPine-Dekalb *RegalAG
*Corteva-PhytoGen *Simplot Grower Solutions
*Farmers Crop Insurance *Wilbur-Ellis Co.

*FMC Agricultural Solutions

Platinum

*Capital Farm Credit *Sun Valley Dusting

*Nutrien Ag Solutions

Gold X5
*Americot-NexGen *Sesaco
*Cameron County Farm Bureau *Texas Farm Credit
*Hidalgo County Farm Bureau *Texas Sorghum Producers

*La Feria Co-op Gin *Valley Co-op Oil Mill

Silver K5
*Adams Farms *Ross Gin Company
*Frisby-Bell Gin *Walley Ag Insurance Services
*Hargill Growers’ Gin *Vital Fertilizers
*RGV Gin Company *Willamar Operating Co.

*Rob See Co.



