
 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

2019 Hidalgo County Agriculture and Natural Resources 

23rd Annual RGV Bull Gain Test and 
Heifer Development Program 

This program provides objective 
information on weight gain, ribeye 
size, marbling score, scrotal 
circumference (bulls), reproductive 
tract scores (heifers), pelvic area and 
frame size to breeders of yearling 
purebred and commercial bulls and 
heifers for use in selection and 
marketing to beef cattle producers in 
the Rio Grande Valley and beyond.  
In 2019 24 consignors brought in 77 
bulls and 20 heifers to participate in 
the testing.  
 

Commercial Agriculture 

LRGV Irrigation Management 
Program 
 
Producers learned about 
opportunities, tools, technologies and 
challenges to modernizing irrigation in 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley.  Relevant 
work from around the world was 
discussed, local action taken on 
ongoing efforts that demonstrated 
practices were highlighted.  Salinity 
management was discussed as salt 
concentrations in the river continue to 
rise and are a growing concern among 
producers.  Legislative updates and 
funding opportunities were shared. 
 

 

Pesticide Training & Waste Disposal 
 
Producers are required to attend 
pesticide application trainings in 
order to obtain a license.  A joint 
training between Cameron and 
Hidalgo Counties was hosted and 17 
participants were educated in 
preparation for the test.  
Additionally, agents across the RGV 
held a regional pesticide waste 
collection event to properly dispose 
of leftover farm chemicals.  Over 
3,000 gallons of chemicals were 
collected for proper disposal.   

 Small Acreage Agriculture  

This multicounty program continues to address the critical county issues of agricultural profitability, economic development, 
and financial and technical support for farming operations identified through the Texas Community Futures Forum. 

Workshops and seminars focused on cost effective and sustainable methods to improve farming and ranching in the following 
areas: fruit and vegetable production, livestock production, economics, marketing and business planning.    

 



• 2/7- Grapevine Workshop- 32 participants 
• 3/1- Chicken Egg Production- 56 participants 

o Youth Presentation- 40 
participants 

• 4/11-Aquaponics - 48 participants 

• 5/22- Goat Production-38 participants 
• 7/26- Beef Cattle- 89 participants 
• 9/19 - Canning Workshop – 15 

participants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

EarthKind Workshop Series 

• Over 440 participants attended 26 workshops  
• An average of 150 people reached weekly at  

Farmers Market Information Table  
• Fall and Spring Garden Festivals and Home 

Garden Tours were attended by over 500 people 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing and Nourishing Healthy Communities 

• 369 individuals participated in 114 sessions 
• 2,186 lbs. of produce harvested from 6 

community gardens 
 

 

Master Gardener Training    

Training program for new volunteers - 50 hours class 
and 50 hours hands on instruction 
• 16 new volunteers graduated in 2019 
• 22 people participated in the 2019 training 
• 46 MGs volunteered 6,150 hours 

o Volunteer hours valued at $151,843  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Learn, Grow, Eat, & Go! Curriculum – JMG 
• 30 teachers and mentors were trained  
• 400 youth participated 
• 153 of those youth completed the 10 lesson series 

 

Horticulture and Community Gardens 
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