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General Situation

Hot and dry.
Temperatures were in 2018 Cotton Heat Unit (H.U.) Accumulation Graph
the high 90s and lows
in the mid-70s the 1400.0
past couple of weeks. 1200.0 ////
We are forecasted for 1000.0 7 ; / — AccHU.Since 2152018
higher temperatures 800.0 — ~ A ’,’ Acc. H.U. Since 3/1/2018
these next Weeks in 600.0 & = "'," e Acc. H.U. Since 3/15/2018
the 100s. Many 4000 _’:_/// . "",—' o= = =Acc. H.U. Since 411/2018
growers with access 2";’-;’ T
to water are irrigating I EEEEEEEEEE:
stressed from lack of 88 ° e 5T °o@ ®
water and excessive
dry heat. Date

Cotton

This week in cotton
we saw many fields in full
bloom with small to
medium sized bolls on
lower half of the canopy.
Some growers started
applying a PGR (plant
growth regulator) this
week to their cotton. Still
seeing cotton stressed with
red spidermites present in
high numbers and the
thrips that were once a
threat in the early
cotyledon stages are now
predators eating red
spidermite eggs when they

Figure 1: Cotton in Full Bloom
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come across them. Be aware that prolonged periods of spidermite infestations in cotton can cause injury to

the yield, fiber qu_a"ty and ) Table 10. Whitefly action thresholds
seed. Cotton aphid populations

. Insecticide option Silverleaf whitefly
remain low throughout
majority of the valley. Still Adulticide When =40% of the 5th node leaves are infested
seeing a strong presence of with 3 or more adults
adult fleahoppers present in Insect growth When 240% of the When =40% of quarter-
many fields and even though regulator (IGR) 5th node leaves are sized disks* contain at
majority of cotton is pass small infested with 3 or more least one large nymph
squaring stage there are still adults and nymphs are
some late planted fields that present
will Wa':]t to mqnitor UEEYIVCIE Cotton stage Bandedwing whitefly
popula_tlons diligently an.d treat Before open bolls 50 whitefly nymphs per 5th node leaf
accordingly. Started to pick up
on whiteflies this week in the After open bolls 25 whitefly nymphs per 5th node leaf
Raymondsville and Lasara area  *Quarter-sized area taken between the main middle vein and one of the main lateral
When we have been Seelng veins from a 5th node leaf
them now throughout the Figure 2: Whitefly threshold table taken from: Managing Cotton Insects in Texas

valley. Whiteflies can get out ~ Guide 2018
of hand quickly if not

controlled promptly and with plenty of water (10 to 15 gallons per acre) to ensure good coverage of the
insecticide being used. The recommended treatment threshold for whiteflies in cotton is 3 to 4 adults per
leaf and one large nymph per square inch of the bottom surface of leaves. Most growers are applying
preventative sprays to avoid whitefly buildup. *Please see chart at the end of Pest Cast for Insecticide
rates for control of spidermites, fleahoppers, and whiteflies in cotton*

Bollworms. In parts of Texas we have found evidence of bollworm resistant to one or more Bt
genes in our Bt cotton. Fortunately for South Texas we have not seen or experienced increased bollworm
pressure like in other areas of Texas. However, if you have a Bt cotton field that has bollworm pressure
this year | would like you to please contact me, (Danielle Sekula, 956-968-5581) so we may collect the
larvas. We would like to be ahead of any resistance issues and are asking for your cooperation |n
protecting our cotton crop.

Grain Sorghum

These past two weeks several of us had to spray for sorghum
midge. As little as one sorghum midge per head can warrant a spray
treatment. Many fields are already in soft and hard dough stages well
on their way to harvest. However for those who have late planted
sorghum now just starting to bloom please check as we are seeing
several midges per sorghum head. In the La feria, Santa Rosa, and
other mid Valley areas we were finding on average 1 to 3 headworms
per sorghum head feeding. Also starting to see rice stinkbug adults,
nymphs, and eggs on sorghum heads. Majority of fields were pretty
clean but a handful I ran into had high rice stinkbug populations and
low headworms. The economic injury level for headworms in
commercial sorghum is about 1 to 2 larvae per grain head. When

Figure 3: Sorghum midge
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scouting for headworms first inspect the sorghum plants for frass on leaves and for frass on the ground
between rows. Take a white bucket and beat the heads to dislodge the smaller inconspicuous larvae. To
get a good idea of what’s going on in your field make sure to beat at least 30 heads. For rice stink bugs the
control threshold is generally around 1rice stinkbug per head and you would use a beat bucket as well to
bang them off the sorghum heads into the bucket to get a good estimate of populations in the field.
Sorghum fields have been pretty clean of sugarcane aphids this year. In fact | have only heard of a
handful having to be sprayed for sugarcane aphids this year while the rest have had low to no SCA
present.

Figure 5: Head worm on sorghum, in this case
corn earworm
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Figure 4: Left, Rice stinkbug nymphs just emerged

from eggs, on Right Adult rice stinkbug Table 21. Suggested insecticides for controlling grainhead-feeding
bugs.
Days from last
Concentrate application to:
Insecticide per unit area Harvest Graze
Carbaryl See remarks
(Sevin®)
(4F) 32-84 0z 21 14
(80S or B0WSP) 1.25-25b 21 14
(4XLR+) 32840z 21 14
Cyfluthrin See remarks
(Baythroid® 2E) 13280z 14 14
Cyhalothrin See remarks
(Karate® 1E) 2.58-384 0z
(Warrior® 1E) 2563840z 30 —
Remarks

Carbaryl. Direct spray into heads for optimum control.

Cyfluthrin. If one or two applications are made, green forage may be fed
or grazed on the day of treatment. If three applications are made, allow at
least 14 days between last application and grazing.

Cyhalothrin. Do not graze livestock in treated area or harvest for fodder,
silage or hay.

Figure 6: Table taken from Managing Insects and mite pests of
Sorghum 2007 Guide, Texas A&M AgrilLife
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Corn, Sesame, and Sunflowers

Corn is maturing nicely as these
past few weeks we have encountered a
little bit of corn earworm damage here
and there. Sesame too is progressing
well with little pest activity as it
continues to bloom. Sunflowers are
getting heavy as the seeds fill and
mature.

Figure 7: Sesame in bloom

Table 11.Insecticides Labeled for Control of Insect Pests of Cotton (continued)

Pest  Product Name/ Adtive Ingredient/s Formulsted Rate 1bAVA
 Common Name ' ‘  Mozorozh) ‘

Stink Bugsc oml nued
Brigad e 2EC bifenthrin 2664 0.04-0010 49.23-20 Warning Pyrethroid (34) 12h "
Bidring dicrotophes & 40-80 02505 3216 Danger Organop hos phate (18) 6d 30
Baythroid XL beta-cyfluthrin 1.6-2.6 0013-0.021 80-49.23 Warning Pyrethroid (34) 12h 0
Mustan g Maxx zeta-cyp e methrin 2.64-3.60 00165-00225 4BA49-35.56 Warning Pyrethroid (34) 12h 14
Mustang zeta-cype methrin 28-38 0.033-0.045 45.71-3368 Warning Pyrethroid (34) 12h "
Silencer lamb da- cyh alot hrin 32-512 0.025-0.04 40-25 Warning Pyrethroid (34) 24h 21
Silencer VXN larrbda- cyh dot hrin 3.2-512 0.025-0,04 40-25 Caution Pyrethroid (34) 24h 21
Declare gamma-cyhalothrin 128205 0.0125-0.02 100-62 44 Caution Pyrethroid (24) 24h 21
Karate lambda-cyhalot hrin 160-256 0025-004 80-50 Warning Pyrethroid (34) 24ah 21
Warrior Il lamb da- cyhalot hrin 1.60-2.56 0.025-0.04 80-50 Warning Pyrethroid (34) 24h 21
ABBA Ultra abamectin® 2-8 0.00469-0.01875 64-16 Warning Avermectin (6) 12h 20
Agri-MeksC abamectin 10-125 000547-0 00684 128-102.4 Warning Avermectin(6) 12h 20
Oberon 45C spiromesdfen 3-8 009-0.25 42.7-16 Caution Tetronic and Tetramic 12h 30
acid derivat ves (23)
Zeal WP etaxazole a67-1 0.03-0.045 2288-16 Caution Etaxazole (10B) 12h 28
Portal fenpyrox imate 16-32 005-0.10 8-4 Warning METI Acaricides (21A) 12 14
Prevathon chbo rantranili proke 14-27 0047-009 914474 Caution Diamide (28) ah 21
Stevard EC indoxacab 92-11.3 0.09-0.11 W-11.35 Caution Oxadiazines 224) 12h 14
Lannate LV methomy| 24-36 0A45-068 55-35 Danger Carbamate (1) 72h 15
Orthene 97 aephdel 16 0.974 8 Caution Organophosphate (1B) 24h 21
Blackhawk spinosad 2432 0.054-0.072 667-5 Caution Spinosyn (5) 4h 28
| woles. |

Intruder Max acetamiprid” 1723 0.075-01 941-6.96 Caution Neonicotinold (4 A) 12h 28
TOWP/Strafer Max

Acephate 90 Prill  acephates 89-176 05-099 18-09 Caution Organop hos phate (18) 24h 21
Orthene 97 aephde 8-16 0487-0.974 2-1 Caution Organophosphate (1B8) 24h 21
Oberon4SC spiromesgfen 3-8 0.09-025 Q716 Caution Tetronic and Tetramic 12h 30

acid derivatives(23)

Knack Py Hiproxy ke n 8-10 0.054-0067 16-13 Caution Pytiproxyfen(7C) 12h 28
Centric 40WG thiametho xam 20-25 0.05-00625 8-6.4 Caution Meaonicatinoid (4A) 12h 21
Sivanto 200 SL flu py raclifu rore 105-140 0.137-0.183 1219-9.14 Caution Bu teno lide (4D) ah 14
Admire Pro imidacloprids 1.3-17 0.0467-0.0611 9846-75.29 Caution Neonicotinoid (44) 12h L

Figure 8: Insecticides used on cotton pests, table taken from the Managing Cotton Insects Guide 2018, Texas A&M AgrilLife
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Thank You 2018 IPM Pest Cast Sponsors!

Diamond

Bayer

Corteva/PhytoGen
Farmers Crop Insurance
FMC Agricultural Solutions
Sesaco

Gold X

Adams Farms
Cameron County Farm Bureau
Capital Farm Credit

Crop Production Services
Hidalgo County Farm Bureau
Valley Co-op Oil Mill

Gulf Compress

Hargill Growers Gin & Grain
Ross Gin Company

RGV Gin Company
Syngenta Crop Protection
Valley Ag Insurance Services
Willamar Operating LP

™7

| Bionre

Bennack Flying Service
CropGuard Group

Rio Grande Aviation
Texas Farm Credit

Thank you to all our Veterans. Have a great and safe Memorial Day weekend.
Seimpre Fi/ Lcpl Dustin Sekula/ KIA April 1 2004
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