
 

Pest Cast 
The Row Crops IPM Newsletter for the LRGV, a cooperative project of Texas AgriLife Extension Service  

and the Cotton & Grain Producers of the lower Rio Grande Valley 
  Danielle Sekula 

IPM Extension Agent 

 

Educational programs of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or 

national origin. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

 

 

Volume XLI                                                    Issue 6, May 4, 2018                                                

 

General Situation 

 Hot and windy in the LRGV this week as many 

growers were cultivating, irrigating, or spraying their 

cotton.  Temperatures are steadily heating up as we 

move to warmer days in the upper 90s.   

 

Cotton 

 Cotton was blooming in the Valley as we came 

across several fields while scouting.  Insect pressure 

in cotton this week was very low.  We picked up on a 

few cotton aphids here and there across the Valley as 

cotton aphid populations were relatively low to none. 

However along Military Hwy/river is where I saw 

high cotton aphid numbers and entire plants covered 

in aphids.  

Fleahopper 

populations 

decreased this 

week as many 

fields we 

picked up on 

had very few to 

none present.  

Also some 

spidermite 

activity present 

in some cotton 

fields still and 

came across 

some high 

consistent 

populations in a 

couple of fields along the river in the Donna area. 

 Bollworms.  In parts of Texas we have found evidence of bollworm resistant to one or more Bt 

genes in our Bt cotton.  Fortunately for South Texas we have not seen or experienced increased bollworm 

pressure like in other areas of Texas.  However, if you have a Bt cotton field that has bollworm pressure 

this year I would like you to please contact me, (Danielle Sekula, 956-968-5581) so we may collect the 
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larvas.  We would like to be ahead of any resistance issues and are asking for your cooperation in 

protecting our cotton crop.   

Grain Sorghum 

 

 In grain sorghum populations of sugarcane 

aphids (SCA) were low to none in fields across the 

Valley. The map above shows several areas were 

sorghum is growing where we either saw SCA Present 

(red dot) or there were SCA absent (green dot). We 

have been actively monitoring their presence and lack 

thereof.  I have noticed a slight increase this week as 

the weather has gotten warmer but not nearly enough 

SCA present to warrant spray treatment.  However 

despite the low populations of sugarcane aphids we 

need to be monitoring and making sure their 

populations keep in check because we all know how 

rapidly they can reproduce when conditions are 

favorable.   
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Updates/Events: 
Rio Farms, Inc. will be having a field day:  See attached flyer. 

Grain Sorghum, Corn & Soybeans Field Day 

in Cooperation with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

9:00 a.m., Sam Sparks Auditorium, Rio Farms, Inc., Monte Alto 

 

Goat Production Workshop , May 10, 2018 

Extension Center-Hoblitzelle Auditorium, Weslaco, Texas 

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service 2415 U.S. 83 Business, Weslaco, TX 78596 

8:30 a.m. Registration (Refreshments) see attachment. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Since 2-15 Since 3-1 Since 3-15 Since 4-1

2018 932 813 665 457

2017 1048 927 768 551

Heat Units Accumulated till now, 4-25
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Thank You 2018 IPM Pest Cast Sponsors! 

 


