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General Situation 

 The last of the grain sorghum and corn was being harvested this week. Sesame is coming along 

nicely as it begins to dry out and get closer to harvest as well. In cotton we are seeing about 30% to 50% 

open bolls in majority of fields throughout all three counties.   Many growers starting to think about what 

harvest aids to use whether it be a defoliant, desiccant, boll openers or a combination of them.  The efficacy 

of harvest aid products can be greatly affected by environmental conditions, so it is important to consider 

time of application, % humidity and other factors that affect moisture present that could inhibit the 

products from working properly.  Temperatures remain hot this week with a couple of stray rain showers 

but nothing major.   

 

Cotton  
Whiteflies and Verde bugs are the 

two main pests of concern this week.  I 

saw many whiteflies across cotton fields 

in all three counties this week.  There are 

an abundance of adult whiteflies and I did 

see some nymph activity present.  

Growers will want to spray to control 

populations now before they cause any 

sooty mold to occur to avoid staining the 

open cotton already present and more yet 

to come.  

 

 

 

In the coastal areas such as Rio 

Hondo and Bayview we were seeing 

many Verde bugs present. In a couple of 

fields we were seeing 5 adults per plant. 

You only need to see 1 per plant to 

warrant spray treatment. There is still a 

good amount of cotton with small 

immature soft bolls that can be penetrated 

and fed on by Verde bugs so please 

access your cotton field and spray if 

needed.   

 

   

Figure 1: Open boll cotton 
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2018 Cotton Heat Unit (H.U.) Accumulation Graph

Acc. H.U. Since 2/15/2018

Acc. H.U. Since 3/1/2018

Acc. H.U. Since 3/15/2018

Acc. H.U. Since 4/1/2018
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Thank You 2018 IPM Pest Cast Sponsors! 
 


