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Bermuda Grass Variety Trial

On June 18 agent Zamora worked to-
gether with co-worker Vidal Saenz, ex-
tension loan advisor, Omar Monte-
mayor, county Extension agent—AgNR

and Cooperative Extension Program
specialist—AgNR, Billy Lawton, on

‘ planting a variety Bermuda Grass trial
provided by Prairie View A&M Univer-
‘ sity Cooperative Extension Program.
e This trial will be conducted in Hidalgo

I County on Depot Road and Monte
Christo Road. Three varieties were
planted at Pedro Cantus Farm. The
purpose of this trial is to compare side-
by-side plots of seeded Bermuda-grass
varieties (Cheyenne II, Ranchero Frio
and Mohawk) in replicated plots of 1/3
acre each. Each variety will be repli- o 2y 3
cated.three times to ensure valid data. Agent Zamora collecting soil sample

Fever Tick-Starr County

CEP Agent Ronnie Zamora working
with local cattle rancher and Texas
Animal Health Tick Inspectors by
corralling and restraining cattle to
scratch and check for fever ticks in
Alto Bonito, Texas. At this time more
work still needs to be done to control
this fast growing problem in Starr,
Zapata and Hidalgo counties. Tempo-
rary quarantines have been issued
for portions of several counties out-
side the permanent quarantine zone
along the Texas-Mexico border. We
would like to invite everyone to at-
tend a follow up program on this is-
sue on August 12, 2009 at R.Y Live-
stock Sales, 10:00 a.m. Dr. Bob Hill-
man, Texas Animal Health State Vet-
erinarian, will be the guest speaker.
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" 4-H & Youth Development

Driscoll Children’s Hospital

Agent Ronnie Zamora was involved in several planning meetings with the Driscoll Children’s
Hospital on the South Texas Cattlemen’s Roundup Program. Local volunteer coordinator
Ronnie Alaniz-Garcia has worked with Maggie Rodriguez, Sam Rodriguez Fausto Salinas Jr.
and long time sponsor Gerald Eckel. They have done an outstanding job in the planning and
coordinating of this event. They have spent long hours by reaching contributors and donations
from ranchers in support of the Driscoll Children’s Hospital . This event has been around for
many years in Starr County raising funds to help children in need of medical services. Agent
Zamora is involved in working with 4-H club managers and members by reaching out to the
community agriculture clientele and families that could help in contributing donations that
will be sold at a fundraising auction. In the past only a few 4-H clubs were involved in this ac-
tivity, but this year all Starr County 4-H Clubs were involved.

Starr County Mini Society 2009

Cooperative Extension Program agent Ronnie Zamora worked with the Mini-Society project
collaborating with co-worker Yolanda Morado. Children from the Las Lomas Community Cen-
ter and the Rio Grande City ISD listened to presentations about various careers and what they
will need to do to prepare for a profitable future. Approximately 375 students filled out job ap-
plications, looked at newspaper job ads and participated in various exercises that engaged
them in thinking about career choices. The children also explored some summer job opportuni-
ties that are available and how to secure resources to get started. Some planned on working
for themselves by setting up lemonade stands, washing cars, baby sitting, doing yard work,
holding garage sales, and doing chores for neighbors, family and friends.

Low Interest Loans for 4-H Members

Livestock projects continue to be some of the largest areas of participation in Texas 4-H. This
information may be valuable to many youth and families who need a little financial assistance
to start and/or support those projects. You might be able to get local assistance from your
county USDA-FSA office including applications and technical assistance in completing them.

USDA-Farm Service Agency makes loans to individual rural youth to establish and operate
income producing projects of modest size in connection with their participation in 4-H clubs.
Each project must be part of an organized and supervised program of work. The project must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan, and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience.

You may link onto the web site listed below or contact Vidal H. Saenz at (956) 383-1026 or
1-800-638-8239 or Ronnie Zamora at (956)487-2306 to answer many common questions about
the program which allows for a maximum loan amount of $5,000 based on the size and type of
project being supported.

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafl/vouth%20loans.htm




News/ Notes
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e The TCEQ has established three water sites in Starr County. These
sites will monitor water quality ( pH), temperature, and levels every 15
minutes in the Rio Grande. View online at:

http://starr-co.tamu.edu/. Look for Rio Grande Monitoring Station. Colendani Bcents
i Starr County 4-H Camp.................July 24
e Tractor sales in the U.S. are down 19 percent from a year ago and nearly . = ¢ y
22 percent year-to-date, according to the Association of Equipment Manu- District 12 4 H Round-Up............... July 25
facturers. Compared to June 2008, the sale of four-wheel drive tractors iS 4 g pishing Tournament ............. Aug 1

down 4.4 percent while two-wheel drive sales are off 19 percent. However,
combined sales are up 20 percent. Total retail sales reported are signifi-
cantly lower than the five-year average.

Fever Tick & Pasture Insurance
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Beef Cattle Work Shop (Hidalgo) ....Aug 12

Pesticide Applicators License Train-

e Relief from an almost two-year drought could arrive in Central Texas in s s

the form of El Nifio, according to a recent story in the Austin American

Statesman — but probably not until November. Scientists with the Na- Youth Hunters Educati°n~--~----~~-----;‘313 29/
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration say that El Nifio, the peri-

odic warming of the Pacific Ocean, has arrived. For Central Texas, that Extension Crop Program/ Inter-

weather typically means rain, and lots of it. For example, from November Prettion Event owoviirisiii Oct.
1991 to January 1992, Austin saw just under 20 inches of rain, nearly triple
the 7-inch average for those months.
pLe. : \ MISSION 4
Prairie View A&M I ! : _
University To deliver research based, informal education focused on
identified issues and needs to Texans with primarily lim-
COOPERATIVE ited resource, diverse ethnic and socioeconomic back-
EXTENSION grounds.
PROGRAM Important Facts
STARR COUNTY o In 1915 the Texas State legislature assigned state Ex-

tension functions to Prairie View A&M College.
500 N. Britton

Today, the Cooperative Extension Pr CEP)is th
Rio Grande City, Texas 78582 * et operatite Tamension Lrograt e

primary educational outreach arm of the untversity,

Phone: (956) 487-2306 disseminating research-based knowledge to benefit pri-
Fax: (956) 716-8197 marily limited resource audiences in rural and urban
E-mail: r-zamora@tamu.edu Texas.

"Taking the University to the
People”

The Cooperative Extension Program serves people of all ages regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
disability, political beliefs, and marital or family status. (Not all classes are protected by legal statutes).

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Act of September 29, 1977 in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Texas AgriLife Extension. ~—

Freddie L. Richards, Sr., Administrator—Cooperative Extension Program, Prairie View A&M University.





